
WEEK 7 (May 29-June 3 2016) 

Glory Partners (Jeff Stappenbeck) 

Consider this: 

What would be some reasons that a person’s body might not be 

“working properly” or in a “healthy” manner? 

Share some of the limitations on a person’s life that could result from a 

“body working improperly” or from being “unhealthy.” 

This week we learned that each member of New Hope Community 

Church has a part in God’s glory being known in and through it. Like a human body working properly each member of 

New Hope must take responsibility for their part in order to bring God glory.  

The big idea was made personal:  

“I’m responsible for God’s glory being shown in New Hope Church” 

What is/was your reaction to this statement? 

 

Consider what these texts have to say about our responsibility to Glorify God and ways we can do it: 

Psalm 86:9; Matthew 5:16; 1 Corinthians 6:20; 1 Corinthians 10:31 

 

A since/then statement was used to help us think through the parts that each one of us can take responsibility for in 

order to partner with God in bringing Him glory in New Hope Church: 

“Since God’s glory in New Hope Church depends on me doing my part, then I will take full responsibility 

for…” 

1. My Attitude 
It was said, “This is about representing Christ well.” 

Share some ways you have seen professing Christians negative attitude affect other’s view of God. 

 

Read Ephesians 4:1-2. Consider together some of the “attitudes” described in this passage. If a non-Christian saw these 

attitudes expressed by Christians what might they learn about God and his relationship with His people and the world?  

 

2. My Commitment 

Church membership and the “blessing” of commitment to a church like New Hope was talked about. Marriage was given 

as an illustration of a member’s relationship to their church. Those who are or have been married, please share some 

blessings of commitment in marriage.  

Could the example of blessings in marriage have any translation to church membership?  

 

Can any of you share examples of blessings from your membership relationship to New Hope or another church? 



3. My Surrender 

To… 

a. Christ 

If you have never done so with your group before, would you consider sharing when you first surrendered to Christ for 

salvation? Or, would some of you be willing to share a moment when you surrendered something else in your life to 

Christ and what happened? 

b. The Gospel 

In 2 Corinthians Paul invites that church to give an offering towards a relief effort for Christians in Jerusalem. Read 2 

Corinthians 9:12-15. Consider with each other what it might mean when Paul says that their giving would be an 

expression of “…their obedience to your [their] confession of the gospel of Christ…”  

What was it about their “confession of the gospel” that Paul seems to think should lead them to give? Is this an act of 

surrender? If yes, why? If no, why not?  

Notice in verse 13 what was the result of their giving. Isn’t that awesome? 

c. The Leadership of New Hope Church 

Read Ephesians 4:11-13. 

What would you say have been your thoughts about what a pastor’s job description should entail? 

According to this passage, why did Jesus give us pastors, teachers, and other leaders in the church? Do these match your 

ideas? 

What are some “performance” indicators that a pastor or pastoral team is doing their job well based on this passage? 

Does this passage offer any insight into how we, as those under our pastor’s leadership, should view and respond to 

them? 

 

4. My Maturity 

Read Ephesians 4:14-16.  

What are some of the descriptions that Paul gives of someone who is not taking responsibility for their maturity in this 

passage? 

What are some of the descriptions of the person who is taking responsibility for their maturity in this passage? 

Based on this passage (and verse 13), what are some of the ways a church like New Hope would benefit from its 

members taking responsibility for their maturity? Would these things bring glory to God in New Hope Community 

Church?  

 

Would any of you be willing to share what your “one” thing you will take responsibility for is? Would someone be willing 

to pray for that? 


